
Reading Notebook Ideas for The Bluest Eye 

1. A running theme in the story is the elevation of Whiteness as a standard of beauty. Analyze how 

this theme is revealed, and describe its effect on Pecola, Claudia, and the other characters.  

2. Examine the relationship between Claudia and Frieda, and Maureen Peal. Try to describe it, 

being sensitive to all the contradictions and subtleties in the Claudia and FriedaΩs emotions. Be 

sure to relate to the overall themes of the story.  

3. Give a Lacanian Psychoanalytic reading of Cholly Breedlove. 

4. Morrison suggests that it is their ugliness that defines the Breedloves. Using the text as your 

primary source of evidence (instead of your own opinions about how life works, for example) 

either support or disagree with this assertion. 

5. We hear the story of every character in the book, even rapists and child molesters. Describe the 

effect this has on the reader. Is it a good idea or not to tell this kind of story this way? How does 

it affect the moral impact of pivotal events on the reader?  

6. Perform a close reading of the character of Geraldine. What is Morrison saying about racial 

stereotypes and their effect on self-image through this character? Be sure to examine how 

Junior is a product of her worldview.  

7. Near the conclusion, Claudia says άLove is never any better than the lover. Wicked people love 

wickedly, violent people love violently, weak people love weakly, stupid people love stupidly, 

but the love of a free man is never safe. There is no gift for the beloved. The lover alone 

possesses his gift of love. The loved one is shorn, neutralized, frozen in the glare of the loverΩs 

inward eyeέ (206). Explain this statement, and use it as a lens through which to explain the 

book.  

8. Read the book through a feminist lens. Pay particular attention to the description of άold black 

womenέ (138-9) and the άthree merry gargoylesέ (55-6) as well as what happens the Breedlove 

family and ClaudiaΩs own ideas about femininity.  

9. Discuss sexuality and fertility as a theme. Consider not just acts of sex, but also the metaphor of 

the seeds that Claudia discusses. Can you link together all these things into some kind of 

framework? 

10. Analyze the character of Soaphead Church and try to explain why he is the way he is (you may 

find it useful to use a psychoanalytic lens). How does he relate to the main parts of the story? 


