Reading Notebook Ideas for Ceremony
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W oo NOU R WN

Compare and contrast Betonie and Ku-oosh. What point is Silko making through these two
characters?

What is the significance of the mountain as the scene of the final confrontation?

How is the hummingbird story related to Tayo’s story?

How is the importance of community stressed throughout the story?

Why do the characters drink?

Read the story with a feminist lens (be sure to keep in mind that the author is a woman).
Describe how the text deconstructs the history of White/Native American relations?

What is the “witchery”?

Towards the beginning of the book Tayo says how things are both good and bad. Trace this idea
throughout the text, and relate it to the overall plot.

. Explore the character of Auntie using Lacanian Psychoanalysis.
11.
12.

Why do Emo and Tayo have such different reactions to the war?
Relate the style of writing (particularly the non-linear narrative, the shifting point-of-view, and
the indeterminacy of certain sections) the themes the author presents.



