Reading Notebook Ideas for A Place Where the Sea Remembers
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characters and how they are connected. Please bring this to class the first day we talk about the novel.

1. Examine the pattern around how the chapters are titled. What effect is the Benitez creating, or
what do you draw from it? Do the titles of the chapters relate at all to the title, and can you
connect them all to the major themes of the book?

2. How is fate portrayed in the novel? What do characters say the believe about fate, and how is
fate used by the author to drive the events? You may also want to make use of the Reader
Response Lens to compare your own feelings about fate and how it affects the your reading of
the novel.

3. Remedios is the Spanish word for remedies. The character of that name is woven into the life of
nearly every person in Santiago. How is she the center of both the town and the novel? Why
does she live apart? What symbolic role does she play both in the story and in the lives of the
characters?

4. Stylistically, what does the novel have in common with The House on Mango Street? (be sure to
use quotes from both works).

5. Use the Reader Response story to interpret one story that struck a chord with you.

6. In Mexico, indigenous spirituality and the Catholic Church are often at odds, but many people
practice both. Similarly, traditional healing practices exist side-by-side with modern medicine.
How does Benitez illustrate the conflict between these two worlds? Does she seem to come
down on one side rather than the other?

7. Death is a motif that appears in many stories. Trace its appearances, and investigate its
portrayal. Is it wholly negative, or occasionally positive? A part of life to be embraced, or
something to always be feared?
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especially Remedios.
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what does it offer the community? Does it offer something similar to your community?

10. Examine the book through the feminist/gendered lens or a Marxist lens (these could be two
different entries).

11. How is life different for the natives of the village and for Americans and other tourists who
come there? How do the lives of the tourists impact the lives of the natives, and vice versa. Does
one group have more power than the other?



