University of Minnesota/North High School
EngL 1001W: Introduction to Literature, 4 credits
2008-2009 Syllabus

Mr. Dan Cabhill

dcahill@isd622.org

(651) 7486110

Class Meeting: MF, N127, 4, 5" or 6" hour (more detailed schedule to come)

Office HoursTWR 78am

Texts:House on Mango Street, Sanda Cisnero&;Place Where the Sea Remembers, Sandra BeniteZhe
Things They Carried>~ ¢ A Y Thigs FlPAast, Thinua Achebédeart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad;
The Bluest Eye, Toni MorrisonCeremony, Lesie Marmon SilkoAs | Lay Dying, William Faulkner

Course Description:

Intro to Literature is a University of Minnesota course traditionally taken by freshman. The course aims
to introduce students to reading literature at a collegiate leVélese are matte texts: they investigate
controversial themes and topics, and occasionally contain passages some students find offensive or
unpleasantOur responses to these texts should be mature as well; through discussion and journal
responses we will utilize literg theory to interrogate the texts and the meanings they encode. Unlike
many high school literature classes, students will be expected to understand the text at a literal level
independently; class time will be devoteddeveloping techniques for readimgpvels that are

divergent rather than convergent, and an emphasis will be placed on creative and independent thinking.
Upon successful completion of this course, students will receive four semester credits from the
University of Minnesota, School of Canting Educatin. Credits are paid for by ISD #62Bhese credits
may be transferred to other colleges or universities via an official University of Minnesota transcript.
Students also receivkelectiveEnglish credit towarslgraduation atNorth High Shool. Students have

the option of taking the AP test in Literature and Composition if they choose.

Goals/Objectives:
By the completion of this course, students will be able to:
1 Analyze literary texts to recognize subtext and layers of meaning
1 Apply critcal theory to textual readings
1 Interrogate the relationship between literary texts and other representations of the world
around us
1 Articulate clearly the meaning they draw from literary texts in essay form
1 Engage peers in productive and collaborativeassion of literature

To achieve these goals, students will:

Read 78 novels, plays or books of poetry

Respond to these texts in a reading journal (see handouts)

Engage their classmates in discussion

Produce a number of final, polished pieces of writing

Reflect on their subconscioussasnptions about literature, race, gender, and the nature of
meaning
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Required and Recommended Materials
1 A threering binder with dividers (for the Reading Notebook, see below)
i Postit Notes
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1 A USB drive of at least 256MB (this will be collected, and so should not be used for assignments
for other classes)
Notebooks or looséeaf paper for irclass notetaking (this will not be graded)
Access to a word processing program and the imgéépn a regular basis
Recommended: Students are encouraged to purchase their own copies of the class texts.
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Teaching Philosophy

My favorite thing about being an English teacher is that | am alvesgading books. Reading is great,

but when you reread th best books they are always different; you recognize different things, make
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fixed point but something that grows with the reader, is central to my apphto teaching. | hope that

my students come to see literature as havinglethoraof possible interpretationsand that thér job is

to find as many as they can and evaluate the viability of each. My role, then, is twofold: one, | need to

model the wayl would like them to read, to make transparent the process of interpretation. This might

mean sharing when | get confused or making qualified (rather than definitive) statements about the

text. Second, | need to evaluate the readings students create.|fudle of readings does not mean
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faculties to be at their strongest.

Class Format

This class will meet three to four days a week. A few classes dittoees about critical theory, but the
vast majority will be small or large group discussion. As a member of this class you are expected to be
aboveaverage in terms of work ethic and preparation, and so your preparation for these discussions
should be horough. Generally, you should have completed the book and attained a fairly thorough
understanding if it before the first time we discuss it in class. You will also work on a reading journal
throughout the class. As a rule of thumb, the University of Msuta suggests that for each hour of

class time, students should spend two hours in preparation. Assignments will follow that general
guideline.

Critical perspectives
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psychoanalytic, culta materialist postcolonial, and posstructural, among others€Each of these

perspectives are based on theories about the relationship among people, our world, and the texts we

use to describe themiThis meansthatwg A £ t y 234 2dzad NBFR GKS ad2NASa
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that create the worlds in which we live.

Your grade will be based on:

Reading Notebook (40%)

Your Reading Notebook will be the cornerstone of all the work you do in this clabsvégc you are to

add at least ®ntries, eactat least 500 words. These should be word processedl ¢ive you prompts

to answer, although each week you maylire one entry that is a topic of your choice. These prompts
will ask you to look beyond the surface level of the text, but will be more of an exploration of ideas than



a polished piece. You should cite the text (using MLA citation style) to supportdégiass you make,
however. The prompts will be an ongoing project; rather than being graded all at once, | will collect
them at random. You should have your notebook in class each day and it shouldedeate; if it is

your day to hand it in and it iot ready, then you will lose 10% of the points. You will continue to lose
10% each day that you are unable to hand in a current notelddoke detailed instructions on the
Notebook will be forthcoming

Class Participation (30%)

One of the ways in which thiclass may differ from your prior experiences with literature is that we will
approach reading and meanimgaking as a collaborative, social activity. Whenever we read, we are not
simply receiving information from an author, but collaborating with thehautto make meaning. In
addition, we draw on our experience as a member of a community (or communities) to make
conclusions. In class, we wilbke obvioushe social nature of reading by sharing our ideas together.
Students who earn the most participatigoints will not simply be the ones who talk a lot, but whose
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the sharing of ideas should be cooperative rather than competitieair Reading Notebookslihe
invaluable resources during class time, so keep them handy. Furthermore, when we begin to discuss a
book, your ability to participate will be influenced by your completion of the reading, and so we will
begin each unit with a short quiz to check yoeading.

Formal Writing/Group Project (30%)

During the semester you will takevo of your notebook entries and turn them io titerary analysis
essayspne of these will be handed in approximately halfway through, and should cover works from the
first half of the classwhile the othemwill be due at the end, and should cover the second half of the
works.These essays will be approximatég0-1000words. In addition, you will complete a small group
project on a choice novel to conclude the clabtore detailed information on these assignments will be
forthcoming.

Grading scale
The University of Minnesota College of Liberal Arts guidelines will be used to determine grades:
A You completed the assignments, fulfilled all requirements, added material or developed
new insights, and truly distinguished yourself through the use of particularly creative or
inventive approaches.

B You completed the assignments, fulfilled all requiesits and went beyond by
contributing additional material or developing new insights
C You completed the assignments and fulfilled the requirements

Note: a"C" grade is the normal grade for this course. Anything above a "C" reflects significant extra
effort and skill and is considered an honors grade.

D You fulfilled some of the requirements of the assignments, but not all of them
N You did not fulfill most of the requirements of the assignments
Schedule

The schedule of books we will read, their due daa@d the due dates of other important assignments is
on the calendar issued to you on the first day of class.

Class Website
The class website is at http://north.isd622.org/cahillcisliterature. On it you will find copies of this and
other assignmentdielpful resources, and links to important websites.
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Inclusivity Statement

You are a diverse group of students, even if on the surface you may appear more or less homogeneous.
Diversity is a strength in our society. In this class, you will be expecteditdain an open mind to the
differences around you, and you are encouraged to place a positive value on those differences.

Racism, sexism, homophobia, classism, ageism, and other forms of bigotry are inherent in our culture.
We need to learn how to regmize and address statements of these attitudes so that our classroom can
be as inclusive as possible. Students are encouraged to acknowledge diversity by listening actively to
one another. It is especially important that you listen to students whosei@ps differ from your own,
arguing with the opinions while remaining respectful of the individual.

All of us learn in different ways and with varying degrees of success. If you know of any factors in your
life which hinder your abilities to learn up your potential in this course, please notify me at once. If
these factors are recognized disabilities under the ADA, please provide me with appropriate notification.
If they fall outside official categories, stop by and discuss them with me so that wanmee at a

satisfactory program of study/performance for you in this course.

Disability Services

It is University policy to provide, on a flexible and individualized basis, reasonable accommodations to
students who have documented disabiladgnditions (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing,
or systemic) that may affect their ability to participate in course activiire® meet course

requirements. Students with disabilities are encouragedcontact Disability Services and their
instructors to discuss their individual needs for accommodations. Disability Services is locuitd in
#180 McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak Street. Staff can be reacladliby 612/6261333 voice or

TTY. For further information, visit their web sitétp://ds.umn.edu/.

Attendance Policy
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prepared, and should remain in class for the duration of the period. If the studises the equivalent

of one week of class (four periods), his or her grade may be lowered. Once a student misses the
equivalent of three weeks, he or she may fail the course. Students are responsible for all material and
assignments missed because ofabhce or iliness. Please avoid making school appointments or lessons
RdzNAYy 3 GKA& Ofl aadg

Unlike your other classes, this course follows policies set down by the University of Minnesota. Even if
you miss class and are excused by North High Sdhaoill not be considered excused by the

University. Missing class to attend a school activity (e.g. an athletic competition or a choir concert), to
see a doctor or dentist, or to visit a collegél count against the four absences. If you will be missing a
number of classes and are uncomfortable with the grade loss you will want to consider dropping this
class.

Scholastic Dishonesty

Students are responsible for maintaining scholastic honesty in their work at all times. Students engaged
in scholastic dishong&swill be penalizedccording to the policies of North High School, which would
include referral to their Assistant Principal and a note on their permanent record. In addfigomame

may be reported to University of Minnesota Student Judicial Affalie student will lose credit for the
particular assignment and risks losing credit for the class.


http://ds.umn.edu/
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of another student with respect to academicijor 2 NJ 0 KI i Ay @2f dSa YA&ANBLINBEaS:
work. Scholastic dishonesty includes (but is not limited to) cheating on assignments or examinations,
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subsantially similar papers (or creative work) for more than one course without consent of all
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work." Scholastic dishonesty also includes fabrication, cheatidgeademic misconduct.

Academic Dishonesty in any portion of the academic work for a course is grounds for course failure and
may result in reporting to the Student Judicial Affairs Office. For more information, visit
http://advisingtools.class.umn.edMultimedia/. Open the link to the CLA Student Handbook.

Scholastic dishonesty defined attp://advisingtools.class.umn.edu/cgep/studentconduct.html

Quantity of Work per Credit

The University Senate prescribes the quantity of work needed to earn a credit as three hours per credit
per week or approximately 45 hours per credit per semester. The manner in which the course is taught
determines how much of the work will be in the cdeom, laboratory, library, or independent study

and research. A student should expect to spend about 9 hours a \wmekkling class time, on a 3credit
course.

Insider Information

In addition to academic gifts and work ethic, another important skiluaicessful college students is
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you time and energy in reading me correctly, | will tell you things about myself that could possibly

influence grading ancelating to one another in the classroom.

1 |take my profession and my subject matter very seriously. | appreciate when students approach
literary studies expecting and embracing the same type of rigor they would in any other high
level classl amawarel K 0 &2YS LIS2LX S |jdzSd AFBY ®@KS diSORRS Y|
studies. | am always confused by people who raise these questions during class in very rude
waysc do you want me to hate you? On the other hand, if you do have serious questions about
0KS GoKeKQaé¢ O0SKAYR ff GKAAZ L ¢g2dA R 06S KI LLR

| appreciate students who treateach@MNJ g A G K (AyRySaa FyR NBaLISOG®
be friends, but | do expect that by this time you have left the mean andfsplvehavior of
middle school behind.

91 | appreciate students who understand that actions have consequences and are willing to accept
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older you will appreciate people who are forthright about their mistakes.

91 | appreciate students whthink ahead, and who can plan for problems before they arise. If an
assignment is due on Friday, and you come in on Friday with some excuse, you should be
prepared for consequences. If, however, you tell me on Thursday (or even better, on Monday)
that you will have trouble being finished by Friday, | am much more likely to be sympathetic (of
course, the best thing to do is to get things done ahead of time).

1 | appreciate students who approach discussions as a chance to learn from their classmates, not
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http://advisingtools.class.umn.edu/cgep/studentconduct.html
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together, not have a debate. If you insist on having a debate, Itellayou to shut up.

That said, | appreciate students who get passionate and involved in discbssion?2 dzQf f FAY R |
more fun when you care about what is being said. The key is to discuss ideas, and not people.

I think the most important skill for you tearn is to use the text to support your assertions. Cite

guotations and passages in all your writing and, in discussion, refer to specific passages and

direct the rest of us to them. We want to talk about the book, not our memory of the book. |

know thiscan be tedious to always be flipping through the book, but people who are in the

habit of having facts to support their ideas are in short supply in our world.

I do not enjoy reading student work that is jotted down in a4astute, gotto-get-something
put-togethersothat-I-R 2 yg&ta-zero kind of way. Grading takes time, and time is something |

value. Show me that you also value my time and yours by always putting thought into your
assignments.

My favorite thing about student writing is creativitpé fresh insights. | expect to learn from

you, and will reward those students who give me something to think about.

| like email; you can communicate with me that way whenever you like: dcahill@isd622.org



